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A Photographic Competition 

“Our Wonderful English Countryside”. 
There will be 12 winning entries, 

each of which will feature on a 

calendar for 2022 which will be sold 

to raise money for the club. 

 

The photographs will be judged on: 

 

• an appreciation of the 

countryside 

• creativity  

• originality of the subject.  

 

The winners will be announced at a 

social event (yes, an actual real life 

face to face social event) to be held 

in the SOC clubhouse in early 

December 2021 when we will show 

a selection of entries and calendars 

will be on sale! 

 

 

The closing date is November 2021.  

See the last newsletter for further 

information. 

 

 

 

 
 

Chair’s Report – Paul Brooks 
As we head into spring, there feels to 

be an air of optimism. The covid 

vaccination programme continues to roll 

out and restrictions begin to lift. We 

certainly haven't beaten Covid and it 

seems to be more of a case of living 

with it, but there is hope of greater 

normality. If you're unsure of how this 

is being managed in any section, please 

contact your section organiser. 

 

Thanks to all those who participated in 

this year's AGM. It was a very unusual 

affair, but we did the best we could to 

comply with the letter and spirit of the 

constitution to conduct the club's 

business in an open and accessible way. 

The committee are looking at how to 

incorporate remote participation into 

future AGMs.  

 

I'm pleased to welcome Barbara 

Gravenor and Marie Finerty to the 

committee and would like to thank Anna 

Broadley for her excellent support and 

service as vice-chair  

 

I hope you continue to make the most of 

your membership by taking part in and 

contributing to the available 

opportunities. 

January, February, March 

2021 
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January 3rd, 
Great snow conditions in the Stang Forest being enjoyed by Paul and 

Alison Brooks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 9th, Guisborough Woods 
Socially distanced exercise from 

home. Icy ascent and descent on 

foot with pavement crampons for 

first 3/4 mile, then 7 miles return 

on skis. Good snow cover on the 

moor, consolidated snow further 

out, so could take direct line 

across to Hob on the Hill. 

Footprints showed I was second visitor today. Glorious sun 

but bitter wind. Very tired on return. Feeling better now 

after hot bath, tea and delayed lunch of mince pies. Zinging 

leg muscles! 7 miles on skis. 800 ft ascent, some on foot..            John Birtill 

 

February 9th, John Birtill is not Climbing 
Nordic ski, 7 miles, door to door, 752 

feet climbing. Sheltered in woods on 

way out, and nice snow. Biker followed 

me uphill - said that my herringbone 

trail made his climb easier. Made fresh 

tracks mostly out on the moor, but 

unconsolidated and drifting snow made 

it hard work. Bitter NE wind. Put on all my layers. Fingers still 

cold even with inner gloves and mitts. Ominous snow clouds to the east. 

Abandoned plan for Kildale circuit and headed back home via more nice 

woodland tracks. Took skis off for last steep icy sledge-hill bit of track, but 

otherwise door to door on skis. Nice and sunny back home.            John Birtill 
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February 11th 
Another great door to door ski day, always less than 4 miles 

from home. Out for 6 h, on the move for 4.5 h. 11.6 miles, 

1222 feet climbing, although I took skis off for packed snow 

on steep tarmac road, low down in the woods – now a 

sledging run. All day sun, no wind, snow now just about 

consolidated enough for skis (not so for boots). Great day. 

 

Often stop by North Ings war memorial. Lonely beautiful 

location, sometime home to guardsmen Robbie 

Leggott and Alf Cotterill. 

 

 

Lots of rabbit prints on approach to North Ings 

cottage, gamekeeper Nigel's place                      John Birtill  
 

Ski Section 
Skiing has changed more than most of our activities since 

the formation of the Club. Committee members would like to 

gather views from members with an interest in skiing to try 

to reinvigorate one of the club’s oldest 

sections. If you are interested in skiing (in any 

form from cross country to downhill racing) and have ideas that 

you would like included, please get in touch with our Chair, Paul 

Chairman@swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk 

 

 

 

December 2020, 
Good trip to the pretties of Glasfurd’s Chambers in Gavel Pot last Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Jonathan 

 

mailto:Chairman@swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk
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December 2020 
Along with many other businesses and societies 

this year, we were unable to meet up for our 

traditional Christmas lunch.  As an alternative, 

SOC walkers, decided to collect whatever people 

might have spent on their meal and to make a 

donation to Store House, the foodbank serving 

the local Swaledale area run by the Influence 

Church.  Kate kindly co-ordinated the collection 

and the photo shows Suz Gregory of Store House accepting our donation of 

£515.  Thank you to everyone who contributed. 

 

January 3rd, The Shawl 
I was joined by Sharon, Yvonne and Brian for 

a walk along The Shawl from Leyburn.  Early 

snow showers improved to a sunny afternoon 

with great views from The Shawl on our way 

to Wensley. 

 

 

 
Frank Broughton 

 

 

February 11th, Sunshine and Snow 
We took advantage of the recent dismal weather to re-decorate our hall and 
stairs but, after two weeks of rubbing down and re-painting 9 doors, we were 

glad to head out for a local walk in the sunshine. 

The weather was glorious, positively alpine with a cloudless blue sky, powder 
snow underfoot and not a breath of wind. We walked a local route that became a 

favourite during last year’s Spring lockdown. 

We headed to Easby via the old quarry at St Trinians 

and then over the fields to Broken Brea and along the 
old railway line to the outskirts of Brompton-on-
Swale.  Our return took us along the track from Old 

Maids Farm past the almost frozen fishing lake to 
Union House and then across the fields (which are 

destined to be covered in solar panels) back home in 
time for lunch. 

Pat Kassell 
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Swaledale Outdoor Club’s Annual General Meeting  
 

 

As a consequence of the Covid 19 pandemic and the Health Protection 

(coronavirus) Regulations 2020 it was not possible to hold the 2021 AGM in 

person at the SOC clubhouse and the committee made special arrangements for 

the meeting to be held remotely. Members were advised of the arrangements in 

this newsletter and a full AGM pack was circulated prior to the AGM including a 

voting form. Members were offered the option of paper or electronic versions.  

 

A total of 63 members completed the voting and the table below summarised 

the decision of the membership. 

 

Agenda Item For Against 

Approve 2020 Draft Minutes  62 1 

Adopt 2020 Audited accounts 63 - 

Approve Membership Fees (unchanged £15.00 
adult, £10.00 junior) 

63 - 

Approve Geoff wall as Auditor for 2021 accounts 63 - 

Approve 2021 Treasurer’s Financial forecast 63 - 

Approve Changes to SOC Constitution (note 
2/3rds majority is needed to pass this) 

63 - 

Approve Election of members standing for 
Committee positions in 2021 

63 - 

 

 

Election of Officers  

Chairman: Paul Brooks  

Vice Chairman: Barbara Gravenor  

Treasurer: Tim Blenkin  

Secretary: Mary Waddington  

Membership Secretary: Yvonne Armitage  

Clubhouse Co-Ordinator: Glenys Rogers & Team  

Newsletter Co-Ordinator: Anna Broadley  

Programme Co-Ordinator: Andrew Waddington  

Website Co-Ordinator: Sarah Bridge  

Equipment Officer: Marie Finerty  

 

The Date of the next Annual General Meeting will be 6th February 2022 

 

 

Our thanks go to all those involved in organising this years’ AGM but most 

particularly to Mary Waddington, Club Secretary 
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Cycling News January 2021 
Cycle.Travel is enormously grateful to Swaledale Outdoor Club for a generous 

donation that will help to fund new features on the site this winter. 

 

We’re currently working on one of the 

biggest improvements to our routing 

yet. The kind subscription from 

Swaledale Outdoor Club will help bring 

this to the site – and our upcoming 

mobile apps – even faster. 

 

Swaledale Outdoor Club, based in 

Richmond, North Yorkshire, encourages 

and provides facilities for outdoor 

activities in the Yorkshire Dales and 

North York Moors as well as further afield. SOC members use Cycle.Travel to 

plan their group rides in what is one of the most picturesque and cycle-

friendly areas of Britain – famously the location for the opening stages of 

2014’s Tour de France. 

 

We’ll have more news on our new features in the coming weeks – so thanks 

again to Swaledale Outdoor Club for their support! 

 

A Canoe Section Quiz 

What river and where?   
 

             1                                                       2                                                    3  

           4                                                       5                                                      6 
Congratulations to Penny, she really knows her rivers!  For the rest of us, 

answers at the end of this newsletter.  
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January 3rd 
Pete Clarkson very bravely agreed to come out with me again...so I can’t 

have put him off last time..ha ha!  

 

An enjoyable low run down the Tees from Winston to Coniscliffe.  After 

Gainford no scraping at all and lots of opportunity for Pete to practise which 

we didn’t have last time as it was survival mode...ha ha. I think Pete would 

agree I’m a tad impatient on the bank with the palaver of getting ready but 

really enjoyed the trip. A kingfisher and maybe an otter. The best bit - no 

swims!                                                                                   Penny Swain 

 

Pete’s Reply 

I stayed very close to the Yorkshire South side of the river to avoid any 

possibility of contamination. 

 

It’s true I didn't fall in at all this time, maybe more luck than judgement but I 

think I am gaining experience all the time with her expertly watching my 

every move, anticipating what fool thing I was about to do next and 

even, almost before I had thought of it, yelling at me (in a way which 

hasn't happened since I was about 14 ) like Barbara Woodhouse!  

 

 

 

 

One rock hiding just under the surface at the top of some rapids 

kidnapped me for a couple of minutes (seemed to be a lot longer) until I 

managed to rock myself off it - and on to another! 

 

So, I arrived at the bottom of the rapids a few minutes after Penny and was 

roundly told off for not keeping up!(that must have been when I missed 

seeing the Kingfishers!!!) 

 

Practiced a bit of Ferry Gliding out of the main chute and into a quiet 

backwash pool, so kind of got the hang of that. It’s a bit counter intuitive in 

that while you are happily riding down the main chute, you have to stop and 

turn upstream and then paddle to one side, but its effective in that it gives 

more control over the end run out of the rapids. 

 

A tad impatient is true! How well Penny knows herself..... if slightly 

understated.  Anyway, many thanks for the ride and the advice! 

 
 

Face  

UP stream 
Angle the 

front 

Turn!! 

Sitttt 

!!! 

Now paddle 

PADDLE 

!!! 
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SOC’s new Facebook site for the Canoe/Kayak Section, have a look and 

get posting! 

 

 

December 20th, 
A few pictures from the club river trip 

20th Dec. Ian and myself, along with a 

couple of others just to make up the 

numbers, ran the Tees Hi-low section 

down to Newbiggin at a very nice 

medium flow. 

 
Bob Evans 

 

 

 

 

Training 
Tim Cain will be running a two day course on First Aid in 

the Outdoors specifically for SOC members on 21st and 22nd 

August this year. 

 

Members can attend different dates if they wish and join 

any of his other courses throughout the year.  Once again 

the Club have agreed to part fund this training so please book your place via 

your Section Organiser who will then be able to explain the process for 

reclaiming half the cost. 
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March 26th 
You can start getting excited, group rides should start again soon! Just the 

two SOC members out today though. 

 

December 26th, 
Traditional boxing day ride, nice to see everyone out despite the wild 

conditions. we certainly got a good dose of fresh air. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Camp 2021, July 17th and 18th 
We have booked Hadrian’s Wall Campsite, Melkridge, Northumberland, NE49 

9PG.  We stayed here in 2018 and were impressed by the site so a return visit 

is on the cards.  It is near to Twice Brewed and to The Sill Youth Hostel at 

Once Brewed.  The site has hard standing as well as camping spots and a 

secure store for bikes.  There is also a Bunk Barn on site which is currently 

available but would need to be booked directly. 

 

Bookings and enquires to Anna Broadley, 

annabroadley24@gmail.com  

 

Visit their web site for more information: 

https://www.hadrianswallcampsite.co.uk 

mailto:annabroadley24@gmail.com
https://www.hadrianswallcampsite.co.uk/
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Coronavirus - Good news as last!  

From March 29th 

The ‘rule of six’ returns.  Six people from six different households can 

meet outside. This can happen in both outdoor public spaces and in back 
gardens.  Also, two households can meet outside, this means two 

families, who potentially together total more than six people, will be 

allowed to meet, but no hugging  

There will also be a significant loosening in how far people can travel to 
see someone outside.  While people will still be encouraged to minimise 

travel, there will not be punishments for someone who drives a few hours 
for a meet-up outside, then returns that day. 

 

Outdoor organised sports will also return, Hooray!!  

From April 12th 

All non-essential shops will be allowed to open so you can go and get all 
that kit you’ve been hankering after.   Pub gardens and outdoor dining 

will also be back and pubs will be allowed to serve takeaway pints, 

good news for the walkers! 

One household will be allowed to stay overnight somewhere in 
the UK, but not with another household.  ‘Self-contained 

accommodation’ will be available to rent, so for example 

cottages or Airbnb rentals or campsites. 

From May 17th 
Groups of up to six people and two households will be allowed to meet 

indoors, so people can enter each other's homes, hug with caution  
 

Pubs and restaurants can open indoors.  Hotels and B&Bs can open as can 

indoor sports and gym classes.  Entertainment venues can open too, 
including cinemas, theatres, and Swaledale Outdoor Club’s 

clubhouse.  
 

From June 21st 
This will be as close to normal as possible. 

 
 

Fingers crossed everything goes to plan but always check the latest 

guidance and always contact the trip organiser before taking part in any 

SOC activities.   
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Photo by John Birtill 

 

 

Web Site 
 

The club web site is our main "shop window" to the world of potential new 

members. It also serves many functions for members, including managing 

memberships, communications, documents, etc. From time to time the 

site needs to be reviewed and changes made to reflect patterns of use, 

changes in systems, etc. The small team who currently manage the site 

feel that a review is due and would welcome new members to the team. If 

you would like to be involved in shaping the image the club presents to 

the world, please get in touch. Contact 

Chairman@swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk  

 

mailto:Chairman@swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk
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The Canoe Section answers are: 

1) Force Falls on the river Kent from Kendal 

2) Lowenthwaite Bridge (waterworks bridge) on the river Swale just 

outside Richmond 

3) The get out/in above the falls at Whorlton on the river Tees  

4) The get in for the Keswick Greta 

5) Ariel view of Marske Bridge over the Swale, up river from number 2  

6) Beggars Bridge, Glaisdale, over the Yorkshire Esk 

Thanks Clive for this and the other various brain teasers you’ve been 

befuddling my brain with.

 

 

Keep up to date with news and events: 
Swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk 

 

Twitter   @SwaledaleOC 

 

Facebook      

Swaledale Outdoor Club Cycling Section 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Mountain Bike Section 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Climbing 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Canoe & Kayak Section 


