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How Happy are we to be back out 

doing the things we love? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair’s Report – Paul Brooks 

After the cold (skiing was possible in early 

May), then wet, of spring, the weather 

finally settled in June and all the club's 

sections have been making the most of it. 

With most outdoor covid restrictions lifted, 

we've been able to run an almost normal 

programme and it's looking like this will 

continue through the summer. We may still 

be very limited in opportunities for trips 

abroad, but the UK has so much to offer 

and we're very lucky to live in an area with 

so much on our doorstep. 

 

Clive Hall has decided to stand down as 

canoe section organiser. Clive has done a 

fantastic job to bring the section along, 

encouraging new members and starting 

several initiatives to develop skills. I'm sure 

that canoeists will join me in thanking Clive 

for his dedication to the section and we'll 

also miss his valued contribution to the 

committee and the running of the club 

generally. Needless to say, canoe section 

need someone to pick up the reins and 

continue the great work. 

 

Becoming more involved in the club's running 

is very rewarding and the more you steer 

the club, the more benefit you'll gain. Please 

consider becoming an active part of the 

Club’s future.  

 

If anyone would like to discuss ways you can 

help, please get in touch. 

April, May, June 

                       2021 
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April 4th, Cherry Tree Hole 

Great return to caving today with Alison, Ariana, Nick, Pete and 

Paul enjoying the delights of Cherry Tree Hole. Lovely in the 

shelter of the underworld, but brutal wind getting changed and for the walk up 

the flank of Fountains Fell and back. Photos by Pete. 

May 2nd, Heron Pot 

A team of 4 (Nick, Chris, Rich and Paul) had a great trip 

down Heron Pot today. The stream was extremely low, 

but we still opted for the high level traverse and longer 

pitch. A good exercise in rigging and SRT with wide 

stances above a 25m drop.  

 

June 13th, Little Hull Pot 
Only Chris & Paul for today's Little Hull Pot trip, but we were 
reminded what a superb pot it is. It was so dry that we rigged 
a very direct line straight down the big pitch. The extra effort 

to reach the impressive sump pool was well worthwhile, 
 

June 20th, Pool Sink 

5 had a great time in Pool Sink yesterday. Pulled through the 

pitches. Explored Magpie Grotto and Straw Chamber en route and 
found our way to County Pot via Manchester Bypass. The post-

trip pint at the Barbon Inn felt well earned.  
 

 

Photos by 
Pete. 
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18TH - 26TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

 

Our walking programme provides our usual eclectic mix of 
old favourites and a wide range of new walks to tempt you 

out into the beautiful countryside and history of our area. 
We are providing walks at all levels - from gentle strolls 

round the town of Richmond to challenging walks on the 
high fells. This year our themed programme of Challenge Walks features 

six walks in our "Wensleydale Challenge" which will run from the Sunday 
to the Friday of Festival week.  We will also feature a linear 15 mile walk 

from Castle Bolton to Richmond on the final Saturday of the Festival.  
 

2021 is the 950th Anniversary of Richmond Castle and this latter walk, 
along with others in the programme, will be part of our support for this 

event, as we will visit or pass close to a number of 
castles in the area and be able to share some of their 

history with you as part of the walk. Full details are set 

out in the individual walk descriptions. For those 
looking for something less strenuous we have the usual 

wide range of shorter/moderate graded walks 
throughout our area. Truly something for everyone. 

 
Our book events also provide a great mix of topics from fiction to history 

to memoirs, with something for all ages. Our programme has a mix of 
daytime and evening talks. We have two local speakers who will be 

sharing their research at both book events and by providing the possibility 
of joining them on related walks in the Dales.  

 
We are holding our first "Festival Book Club" event where you 

will be able to take a gentle stroll whilst discussing our chosen 
book "The Salt Path" by Raynor Winn, either as you walk or 

during a lunch stop at our well-known local Community run 

pub in Hudswell. 
 
For more information go to www.booksandboots.org  

 

http://www.booksandboots.org/
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May 5th, Blue Bells 
 

     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

June 16th, Kildale 
Summer at last is this the Med? No, it’s Graham Banks’ 
ride from Kildale to Staithes, topped off with crab 

sandwiches,  
perfection. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

June 24th, Thirsk 
Cyclists enjoy two rides, a lovely SOC group ride, with a lunch stop at Thirsk 

 
 

And a longer hilly one 
led by Paul to Hawnby, 
stopping at the cafe of 

course just before the 
25% climb out 

southwards😅 

 

 

 

 

Nice to see the local cafes being supported by 

our cyclists once more!  
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March 31st, River Ure 
Brilliant, brilliant day on the River Ure with 5 others.  I’ve been pleased to get out and 

appreciated the 1:1 paddles I’ve had, but I’ve so missed the cheery banter from a group! The 

Ure was a perfect level with all rocks on Hack Falls covered making it a bouncy fun run with 

several surf waves and shutes, and Mickley weir just a friendly slide down. Lots of warm 

sunshine. A day to make you glad to be alive!                                                                  Penny 

 

April 11th, Neasham 
Had a really chilled paddle with great company 

today. Paddled from Neasham to Over Dinsdale. 

Water levels were good and the weather kind. 

Thanks to Pat, Gareth and Ian for a really good day! 

 

 

                               
 

April 14th, Runswick Bay 
Had a superb day paddling from Runswick Bay to Staithes and back, 

weather and sea conditions were perfect. Just great to get out, brush 

off the cobwebs and start strutting our stuff again with great 

company. Many thanks to Clive for arranging the day.  

 

 

June 9th, Preston Park 

That was the best flotilla out for a long time on 

the Tees from Preston Park.  We progressed in 

a very genteel way to the Leven, but didn’t 

actually get far up. It wasn’t shallow water that 

stopped us or even tree chokes, but the sheer 

smelliness of the stagnant water! 

Back to Preston park and the pontoon was full of teenagers, probably year 11 leavers. They 

were the most impeccably behaved gang I’ve ever come across. One jumped in, realised he 

couldn’t swim, but his mates were so calm in getting him back to shore. The banter he got 

once safe was good natured and even polite! They made way for us to haul boats through 

them.  Of course we had to finish with ice cream!                                                             Penny 

 

June 30th, Tyne Dam Release 
Ha ha….I love it when a plan comes together. But that didn’t happen today! No idea what 

happened to the Tyne release, but after sitting around for a bit in the sun with no sign of 

rising water we got bored and decided to paddle it anyway!  So 7 patient intrepid souls had 

the technical paddle of their lives through some really shallow bits.  Surprisingly, the gorge 

did have a channel through and was good fun actually….even though it did feel like a maze 

with high walls. Thank you to everybody who turned up and had fun for my 3rd 21st birthday 

- we had a laugh and lots of banter.                                                                                  Penny 
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April 4th 
First club ride back after lockdown, ten of 
us out under the new rules. A beautifully 

sunny day with a very strong wind so a 
good workout for the legs. Great to see 
everybody! 

 
fab day out. thanks to Steve and Judith 

for leading the ride. and thanks to Sarah 
for ensuring we are covid safe. so nice to 

ride as a group again        

April 11th, Swaledale 
 
Fab to see everyone out on Jenny's 

hill challenge. well done every one 
on Fremmie edge especially 

Damian for setting the pace. lovely 
sunny day and some snow. so nice 
to be a group again back in 

Swaledale.   

 

 

May 2nd, Ballater 
Great club trip to Ballater in Scotland, we just 

timed it right as everything reopened a few 
days before we all arrived. Lots of good riding 

including some new discoveries at Pitfichie 
and Aboyne, also old favourites like the 
Green Mile. Lovely to see everyone having a 

good time together. 
 

 
 

May 16th, Swaledale 
Fun ride out today in Swaledale again, visiting 

some places we haven’t been for a while including 
the bridge at Cringley Bottom that SOC helped to 
finance getting rebuilt after the 2019 flood. We 

mainly stayed dry, just one hail shower and then 
ice-creams on Reeth green to finish. Thanks all for 

playing   
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May 30th, The Calf 
Fabulous day out on the Calf, great singletrack, the usual 

monstrous climb to the top and an awesome descent! 

And the sun shone all day, thanks very much Steven and 

Judith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 7th, Lake District 
 

 
Glorious day out in the Lake District, lots 

of interesting singletrack, thanks everyone 
for coming out to play again!  Thanks to 

Sarah for leading the route and thanks to 
Ian and Mark for helping to carry the 
bikes. A great team effort. 

 
 

 

 

June 19th, North York Moors 

 

 
Very atmospheric clouds today on the North York 
Moors, great riding and thanks Katerina for the 

excellent photos! Good cafe stop at Lordstones 
afterwards as well. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/katerina.deligianni.5?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUlRGPx_TUfggveCJzFUhX6wZ1yG1lPV7CzWSl_4_pyoKhjBNOBggb8mRxgFCjex5Oycx5W8-VdcWHhTc_Ck_XBAmOhwzTM28IPX_064HiPZCMLPh-Z2ox6C3GBEiAKGIZDH9pkVsy1rDka03-RUFdf4-D7CieS99fTj_IQw3l_i7lib-CgvVWhx1RjWgvSAt2WRYECU0_GLVpm-m2qDz1vooiUow0rcqc_ba6KDppSgpOKbNMk3fGUsY9OtKLKg-U&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Don’t forget our Photographic Competition 
“Our Wonderful English Countryside”. 
There will be 12 winning entries, each of which will feature on a calendar for 
2022 which will be sold to raise money for the club. 

 
The photographs will be judged on: 

 
• an appreciation of the countryside 
• creativity  

• originality of the subject.  
 

The winners will be announced at a social event (yes, an actual real life face to 
face social event) to be held in the SOC clubhouse in early December 2021 when 
we will show a selection of entries and calendars will be on sale! 

 
 

The closing date is November 2021.  See the last newsletter for further 
information. 
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April 18th, Swaledale 
A few Swaledale climbers met up this 

afternoon in Swaledale at Healaugh 

Crag (aka Crag Willas), above the 

old lead mine. 11 years since my last 

visit! No sunscreen required for the 

forecast 'all day sun'. A bit chilly 

actually. I think that we all found the 

climbs a bit hard at our normal 

grades. Convivial alfresco pint of 

'Landlord' at the Buck Hotel at Reeth 

rounded off the day nicely.  We all 

felt a bit out 

of practice 

apart from 

Jim who 

made 5bs 

look like 

severes. 

 

May 2nd, forgotten quarry 
Couple of pics from 

Forgotten Quarry 

in Teesdale today. 

Rock not entirely 

above suspicion, 

but stayed dry 

despite a couple of 

showers.  

 

May 5th, Brimham rocks 
Nice day in Ripon 
with family, but 

dodgy forecast for 
SOC meet at 

Brimham tonight. 
Wondered if there 

would be any 
takers. Predictably, 
Phil was keen, so I 

gave it a go. Made 
it to 'Lovers' Leap' just in time for 

the first hail and snow showers. 
Waiting for weather to improve, 
chatted with climbers, Seb and 

Hattie, up from Sheffield who had 

sensibly just packed in for the day. 
Interlude between showers, so Phil 

gave it a go on lead, but retreated in 
face of difficulties. Showers got 

worse, I declared a fondness for hot 
rock, and so we packed in as well. 
Amusing evening, nonetheless, and 

so not a complete waste of time. 

 

May 31st, Dow Crag 

 
Fantastic conditions on Dow Crag 
yesterday. 

 

June 13th, Giggleswick Scar 
SOC at Giggleswick Scar 

(South) today. Ray, Harry, 

Sandra and I creeped up 

some routes on a few of the 

walls towards the south of 

the south section! Here's 

Sandra on Bonhomie 6a+ 

(Top 50 Yorkshire Limestone)  

 

June 20th, Lake District 
Fantastic day out in the Lake 

District! Lots of 
climbers on 
Gimmer ticking 

off the classics. 
We climbed two 

quality routes 
North West Arete 
and Kippling 

Groove.  
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Club Camp, 16th to 18th July. 
 
 

 
 

We will be staying near Hadrian’s 
Wall for this year’s Club camp at: 

 
Hadrian’s Wall Campsite, Melkridge  
www.haqdrianswallcampsite.co.uk, 

 
This site offers the usual camping 

and caravanning facilities as well as 
having two bunk barns. Campervans, 

motorhomes etc. to book directly 
with the campsite as well as 
bookings for the bunk barn. 

 
For more information and camping 

bookings please contact 
annabroadley24@gmail.com    

 

 
April 4th, Geoff Harker Memorial 

Walk 
The annual walk led by Brian in 

memory of his brother Geoff has 

become a highlight of the Spring 

calendar for the walking section as it 

combines a pleasant walk followed 

by a convivial afternoon tea in Low 

Row village hall. This walk from 

Surrender Bridge was a particular 

favourite of Geoff’s.  This year, with 

the latest lockdown easing, the walk 

was able to go ahead but we had to 

forego the refreshments. 

 

In April the walking section was 

sticking to groups of six so Brian 

kindly arranged to lead the walk on 

two dates with two groups on each 

day so that as many walkers as 

possible could join in.  Ron and I 

opted to lead the second group for 

Brian and we were joined by Dave 

and Carol and Ann.  We met at 

Surrender Bridge and followed the 

marathon route in reverse to Blades 

and along Low Row Pasture where 

we heard and saw Lapwing and 

Curlew and had lovely views up the 

dale over Gunnerside.  We stayed 

high and followed the path above 

Gunnerside Gill where we re-joined 

the marathon route and continued 

over the industrial wasteland to 

Level House.  We took shelter from 

the chilly wind behind a wall to enjoy 

our picnic before returning to 

Surrender along the track past the 

Old Gang Mines. 

 

Brian and his group had set off 

before we did but he waited upon his 

return to welcome us back from our 

walk.                              

                                      Pat Kassell 

 

http://www.haqdrianswallcampsite.co.uk/
mailto:annabroadley24@gmail.com
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April 25t, Wensleydale 
A fine, dry day with almost constant sunshine; 

warmer than much of the month.  Setting off along 
The Shawl, our small group of 5 took a coffee break 
looking across to Penhill.  Then we dropped down to 

the interesting remains of the Keld Heads lead mine 
buildings.  My 2005 OS map still shows the long-gone aerial ropeway, which 

once brought ore down from the workings up on the hillside above to the smelt 
mill and railway line at Tullis Cote. 
 

We then cautiously crossed a field occupied by two bulls, the Wensleydale 
Railway line and a road to drop down to Wensley for lunch.  Leaving the village 

we stuck to the road until joining a pleasant path along the North bank of the 
Ure.  We passed a vineyard before turning North along field paths and making a 
beeline for the tower of St Matthew’s Church in Leyburn and back to our start. 

                                                                           Richard and Gwyneth Wright 
 

June 3rd, Sunbiggin Tarn 
Everything was almost perfect for the walk today from 

Sunbiggin Tarn; could have just done with some of that 
sunshine we’d had over the previous few days. It was a 

comfortable walking temperature with little wind and far 
reaching views of the North Pennines and Howgill fells.  

The meadows were full of wild flowers and growing young 
livestock. Limestone scenery and the lovely hidden Potts 

Valley completed the picture.  We saw nobody else on the entire walk until we 

met two Coast to Coasters in the last half hour, it was difficult to imagine the 
hoards in the Lakes and the Dales.                        Yvonne 

 

June 6th, Wensleydale 
10 club members assembled in Leyburn market place for 
the walk led by Brian.  The forecast was cloudy with 
possible rain; how wrong they were. 

We set off down towards St Matthew’s church and over 
the railway making our way to the Middleham road where 

we crossed onto a lane leading past the Christmas tree 
farm, admiring the various types.  Some of us started to 

remove layers, as the sun was out and getting hotter. 
 
After continuing on field paths we crossed a small footbridge over Spennithorne 

beck and had our coffee break.  Fully refreshed we continued on to 
Spennithorne; following field paths that were lush and green we soon came to 

Cover Bridge and on to East Witton.  The sun was hot by now so we opted for 
the shade to eat lunch, admiring the village green that is exceptionally long. 
Refreshed we made our way over the fields to Hullo Bridge 

where we crossed the river Cover to make our way up to 
Pinkers pond and then along into Middleham, stopping by 

the cross that is not a cross for our final refreshments before 
heading back to our cars.                  Ian Stevenson 
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OBITUARY 

I am very sorry to announce the death of Colin Coates, a member of SOC 
from the late sixties. Colin was always a keen walker, and in earlier days 

a climber and caver.  He was known by a great many people in 

the Richmond area and will be missed. 

 

 

Next publication due September 2021 

If it isn’t on the Web Site, Twitter and/or Facebook it won’t get into the 

newsletter so get posting please! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with news and events: 
Swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk 

 

Twitter      @SwaledaleOC 

 

Facebook      

Swaledale Outdoor Club Cycling Section 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Mountain Bike Section 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Climbing 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Canoe & Kayak Section 


