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Forthcoming events 
 

 

11th to13th October  

Low Bank Ground Hostel on the 

shores of Coniston.  

 

We have sole use of the hostel and 

have booked a catered meal on the 

Saturday night.  All bookings via 

James Gravenor at 

info@swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

For more information please go 

to the Brathay Trust’s web site.or 

contact James on the email 

above  

 
 

Chair’s Report – Paul Brooks 
The nights are drawing in and the 

temperature is dropping, but our new 

programme is out and there are plenty 

of activities to keep you exercised in 

body and mind over the Autumn months. 

Make the most of your membership and 

get out there. I’m sure there are some 

great tales of exciting adventures over 

the summer. Please think about sharing 

these with other members and offer to 

give a talk. Contact your section 

organiser or the clubhouse organiser if 

you’re interested. 
 

If anyone would like to take a more 

active role in the running of the club, 

please get in touch with either me or 

the secretary, Mary. We can always use 

extra help and committee positions will 

be up for election at the AGM in 

February. In addition you can also help 

with the running of your section, either 

by taking on one of the jobs it takes to 

keep it running smoothly or by becoming 

section organiser. Sections will hold 

their own meeting over the next few 

months; please keep an eye on the 

programme or mailing lists for details 

July, August, September 

2019 
 

mailto:info
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August 4th, Fairy Holes 

Fabulous trip to the sump at the far end of Fairy Holes in Weardale yesterday. 

Fairly hard going, especially the crawls between the Choir and the 

Sarcophagus, but a very interesting and different cave. Photos by Pete 

Davies. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 30th, the Dales 

Torrential rain brought devastation to the Dales with many roads, bridges, paths 

and bridleways severely affected, not to mention people’s livelihoods.  This pile 

of stones uses to be a wall and with huge support from the local community is 

now taking shape once again, protecting livestock and clearing the bridleway. 
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24th July, Masham 

 
Great ride from Bedale to Ripon via Masham 

earlier this month. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

7th August, hilly ride 
15 cyclists on James & Barbara's hard, hilly ride today. Brompton to Rievaulx via 
Hawnby, back via Boltby. Challenging & very enjoyable. Thanks all! 

 

A 'classic' ride - and years since I had done it. Thanks all.  Judith Hallett 
 

Great ride, & nice lunch, glad I did it. Thanks James 😁  Pauline Bennison 
 

 

14th August, Kettlewell Scarecrow trail 
Scarecrow ride to Kettlewell today led by Barbara   
 

Wet & windy with some tough climbing - wonderful 
display of scarecrows by the Kettlewell community. 

 
 
 

12the September, Masham round 

Graham Banks led a great ride yesterday with a 
select few riders.....he sent this picture with a 

few words.  

Lots of big hills like this to climb on our 40 mile 

ride from Masham over to Nidderdale and back 
via Fountains Abbey today. It stayed dry, some 

sun, strong winds and spotted these sunflowers 

...🌻🌻🌻 
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June 15th to 21st, St Kilda 
On board the MV Cuma for a week in 

July we were lucky enough to get out to 

St Kilda and paddle there as well as 

many other amazing places off the Outer 

Hebrides. A super trip and many thanks 

to Mary for organising it.  Bob Evans 

 

 

Kit drying on the MV Cuma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Some of the( very) many sea          

     arches and caves 

 

 

Boats waiting to launch 

 

 

 

Loch Nevis, 20th August 
Well what an extended weekend that was! 

Drove up to Mallaig and stayed at the Backpacker hostel 

in the town which was good. The ferries were cancelled 

due to the weather but the conditions looked ok to us so 

we packed the boats and paddled the length of Loch 

Nevis with a view to climb Sgurr na Ciche the next day.  

 

The wind and rain were challenging to say the least. We used Sourlies bothy for 

the night, having taken some heat logs with us we made the place comfortable 

enough.  Had truly delightful visitors who had walked from Spean Bridge and 
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turned out to be Winston Churchill’s Grandson Rupert Soames, who owns 

Camusrory House nearby. 

 

We decided the Munro’s was a non starter due to the weather and time, so on 

Sunday we paddled to Tarbet and trollied the boats over the low lying gap 

between the hills to Loch Morar which took a good 

few hours due to a trolly collapsing. 

 

We camped on a spit of land on the banks of the 

Loch on Sunday, the weather giving us some 

respite in the evening.  We paddled to Morar the 

following morning and home. 

 

My thanks to Clive and Mark for their company and superb banter.    

                                                                                                 Peter Jackson 

 
 

 

During Summer 2020, I will be donning the drysuit and setting off on the 

adventure of a lifetime: A solo circumnavigation of Ireland by Sea Kayak, raising 
money for the Great North Air Ambulance.  A 930+ mile odyssey taking on the 

best and worst of the Irish weather, wild seas, rugged coastlines and many 
weeks of that weird crinkly thing that happens to wet fingers. 

I'll be camping where I can and carrying all the pasta n' sauce I need to survive 
with me in my kayak. The seas out there can get pretty serious, so this is a huge 

undertaking for a weekend warrior like me. In the run up to the trip I'll be taking 
on a series of mini expeditions, training and challenges to make sure I'm ready 

for Ireland. 

Follow my journey on social media here: 

Instagram: @doyoulikeneoprene       Blog:www.adventurekate.home.blog/ 

Just Giving:www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kates-irish-odyssey 

See you there x  Kate Baxter 

http://www.adventurekate.home.blog/
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kates-irish-odyssey
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August 25th, Seathwaite 

Joined Phil, Janet, Paul, Ross, Graham for a long hot hike up from Seathwaite to 

The Napes on Great Gable. Ross and Graham did the Napes and 2 other routes. 

The rest of us queued to take our turns on the classic Tophet Wall. Phil and Paul 

led. Certainly is a classic. Made up for the long hot slog.  

      

Happiness after a long hot day is ... waiting for late-finishers Ross and Graham 

with a pint of Borrowdale Best at the Scafell Hotel, …. burger, chips & tea at 

10.30pm at Scotch Corner with Graham …. cold water & cold Riesling at home 

before midnight, reading up on Tophet Wall in 'Classic Rock' in my quiet sunny 

garden on Bank Holiday Monday.                                                      John Birtill 

 

September 3rd, Scout Scar 

A few pics of Scout Scar on Sunday, rain eventually 

caused a retreat to Kendal wall.   Harry Middleton 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark on A Fist Full of Steroids 6b+                                                      Ross on Born Again 6a+ 

The clue is in the name 
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July 1st, Judith’s birthday ride 

Classic Reeth ride for Judith’s birthday - thanks very much for the yummy cakes 

       

 

 

 

 

It was great fun, cakes were superb 😀   Geoff Young 

 

July 7th, Masham Moors 

Sunny ride on the moors above Masham, drinks in the sun outside the pub when 
we got back. Thanks for a lovely outing Yvette. 

 

Thanks you for joining me on 

my first SOC lead. Never ridden 

at Grewelthorpe when it’s so 

dry, was definitely a different 

experience in all loose gritty 

gravel ! 

Yvette Alexander 

 

14th July, Great Fryup Dale 

Fun ride round Great Fryup today - cake stop at the Yorkshire Cycle Hub and 
plenty of singletrack (also a steep push up hill but we’ll gloss over that!). Thanks 
people for coming out to play 
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July 28th, Swaledale 

 

Good ride today exploring more 

of the fun to be found in 

Swaledale’s finest hush - thanks 

Steve and Judith for arranging a 

remarkably dry outing 

considering yesterday’s 

monsoon. 

 

 

 

 

August 4th, Cley Bank 

Dry and sunny round Clay Bank today, also very humid, the climb up onto Blakey Ridge nearly 

finished us off. Beer and crisps in Great Broughton on the way home. We haven’t been here for a 

ride for ages - good to see the trails are riding well. 

 

September 21st, Lakes 

Fabulous weekend away in the Lake District! Two great rides and then rain 

stopped play, thanks to Judith and Steve for getting us organised. 
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July 5th to 7th, Club Camp 
Club camp was a successful event that saw the 

sections come together at Budle Bay camp 

site. The weather was kind and there was a 

very sociable gathering around numerous 

barbecues on Saturday evening. To my 

knowledge there were walks and cycle rides on 

both days, a caving trip on Saturday and a sea 

kayaking trip on the Sunday. Many thanks to 

Anna Broadley for organising the weekend.   

Paul Brooks 

 

 

Matt and Paul enjoying the Northumberland caves around Cateran Hill. 
 

 
Sadly not a photo from Club Camp…..  

 
The conditions as we paddled north from Berwick 
upon Tweed were very different to these so no photos 

were taken as we weren’t able to let go of the paddles 
long enough!!  An on-shore wind and a constant 6 foot 

swell building to well over 8 feet in places due to 
under water skerries meant that we were unable to 

explore the caves and arches along this bit of coast.  
Unable to land for lunch due to big surf and the on-

shore breeze (or should that be wind?!) a quick scooby snack was hastily eaten 

on the water and an about turn to paddle back with the swell and wind now on 
our back quarter.  An exhilarating feeling when we finally returned to the calm 

waters of the bay we set off from.  Thanks Kay and Alison for being stupid 
enough to paddle with me in such conditions!!                             Anna Broadley 
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June 30th, Great Shunner Fell 

When Graham and I planned this 

walk we had imagined doing it on a 

bright sunny midsummer day with 

blue skies and fluffy white clouds 

scudding overhead. The top of Great 

Shunner Fell affords fantastic views 

over Wensleydale towards the Great 

Peaks of Pen-y-Ghent and Great 

Whernside and the Swaledale 

Overlook; a panoramic view of Upper 

Swaledale as far as Nine Standards 

Rigg. 

Sadly these delights were hidden 

from view on this particular day and 

while it was ‘good walking weather’ it 

was not good viewing weather and 

the top of Great Shunner Fell treated 

us to lunch in a small gale with 

swirling low cloud.  

 

There were no takers for the half 

mile extension of the walk north 

along the Pennine Way to the edge 

of Swaledale which Graham and I 

had enjoyed back in March! The 

route up had been via the sheltered 

Hearne Coal ‘Road’ or now more 

aptly described ‘indistinct path 

through mostly dry bog’ over some 

beautiful wild moor to the disused 

coal workings around Pickersett Nab. 

Before the end of the ‘road’ we took 

a turn leftwards towards the open 

moor for a short stiff climb up the 

100m or so to re-join the Pennine 

Way and ascend to the top of Great 

Shunner Fell at 716m. After lunch 

the return to Hardraw was an easy 

descent down the Pennine Way, 

meeting few others on the trail this 

afternoon, when finally the clouds 

parted and at least some of the 

splendid view over Wensleydale 

could be seen.  

Jane McLennan and Graham Berry 

July 4th, Askrigg Round 

Ten of us set off on a fine sunny 

morning from Askrigg Church. 
Through a meadow and some lovely 

woodland we visited Mill Gill 
Waterfall before proceeding up and 
onto Low Straights Lane. Pausing for 

coffee at Frank’s Seat, with a 
spectacular view toward 

Addlebrough, we continued up and 
along. After a short diversion to view 
the chapel at Heugh, built by artist 

Piers Browne in memory of his wife, 
we enjoyed lunch by a very lovely 

waterfall before walking down to 
Woodhall, then along the old rail line 
and Askrigg Bottoms by the river. A 

perfect raspberry scone at Humble 
Pie completed a most enjoyable 

walk; thank you all for your 
company.                    Caroline Stott 
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Next publication due December 2019  

If it isn’t on the Web Site, Twitter and/or Facebook it won’t get into the 

newsletter so get posting please! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with news and events: 
Swaledaleoutdoorclub.org.uk 

 

Twitter      @SwaledaleOC 

 

Facebook      

Swaledale Outdoor Club Cycling Section 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Mountain Bike Section 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Climbing 

Swaledale Outdoor Club Canoe & Kayak Section 


